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EINIXTOAH 'NQPIMIAX
TOY . TEQPTTOY OIKONOMOY

AyammTol evopiteg autnig TG Bavpdolag KowotnTag,
tov Aylov NikoAaov otn BaAtipdpn!

AloBdvopat TMANUHLVPLOPEVOS amtd TNV gvAoyia Tou BgoV, KABWG Exw TNV
gVKALPLA VA ETIIKOWVWV® Hall 600G w6 0 VEOS oag LepEag. I'vwpllw 0TL To popTio elval
BapV, kabwg Sladexopal evav dflo Kat TO0O AyamnTO KANPLKO, 0 0TO(0G EPYATTNKE
OKAT|PA O€ QUTY) TNV KOWVOTNTA YlX SEKAEEL XPOVLIA, TIPOGPEPOVTAS TOV EQUTO TOV KOl
™V ayamn tov, Tov . MiyanA [aotpikd. Oa n0eda mpwta amd OAX Vo EKPPAC® TOV
oefaopd LoV Kol TNV TLUN OV 0TO TIPOCMTIO TOV KAl VA {NTIow TNV €UXT] TOV, WOTE
Vo @ove avtaglog Stadox0g tou aAAA Kal avtdilog Twv Sikwv oo LVYMAwv
TPOOGSOKLWV. ‘NOTE O,TL XTIOTNKE |LE KOTIO VX TIAPAUEIVEL CTEPEWUEVO KAL ACAAEVTO.

H xapd pov elvat moAv peydAn, kabwg mepipeva pe aywvia va €pOeL autn 1
gvdoynuevn nuépa. Kat ov! Me 1 Xapn tov Tplodyov Ogov, pe TNV TATPIKN
gvdoyla, HEPLUVA KAl oy TOU ZEBACHWTATOV ApYLETMIOKOTIOU ANEPLKNG, KUplov
EAmiSo@opov, kat pe tnv €vAoyla TOU TVEVUATIKOU HOU TATEPA, MnTpoToAitn
Neamodews kot ETavpoundorews, kuplov Bapvafa, o omoiog pe xelpotdvnoe Aldkovo
kal [IpecButepo EpxopaL Vo 0oG SLAKOVI|OW TATEVA XAAG Kol e OAEG TIG SUVAUELS
nov. H amoé@aon pov va £€pBw kovta oag AVTnoe ToAAovg avBpwmoug otnv EAAGSq,
oL omolol pe amoyalpétnoav ue Babid aydmnn kat cvykivion. Kat €ywvav ol aykaAtég
TOUG i {eotn (akéTa va pnv Kpuwvel 1 Puxn 6w oty Eevitia. Ma kat 1 8ikn oog
0A0BepUN LTTOS0XT KL AYATIN LOG EXEL CUYKLVIOEL KAL Lag £xel okAafwoel Eyw kain
OlKOYEVELX Hov, I TTpecuTépa AvaoTtaoia kat Ta madid pag, o Iwdvvng, n ZteAa, o
['pnyopns, o Apoeviog kat 0 AOUKAG EILACTE EVYVWUOVES.

INTwvTag TNV €uxn Kat TNV gvioyla tou MntpomoAitn NeamoAews ko
ZTAUPOVTIOAEWG, TIPLV AVOXWPT)COVLE, LAG ETTECTUAVE OTL Kal otV EAAGda Sev pag
élewmte timota. Kau elxe Sikto. Agv NpOape emeldn pog Aeime katy, npbape akplpweg,
ywatl meplooeve péoa pHag Kot MANUUUPLlE N ayamn yia ™ Sikn oag Stakovia. Ot
XPLOTLVOL € OAT) TNV OLKOUUEVT EIMAOTE Ui OLKOYEVELX, TTALSLA TOV XPLOTOU HAG Kol
adéd@la petalv pog. Kain EAAGda etvat mavtov, To Tvedua TG AMAWVETAL G OAT) TNV
owkovpevn. Kat Swaitepa oe autr] v opopen matpida tv Apepikn 1 EAAGSa



HeyaAovpynoe. Ot avBpwmol mov Npbav OxL povo dev v EExaoav aAAd EKavav T
TAVTA Y& va TNV TipoLv. Kot mpota mpwta EXTioay eKKANGCIES, OTIwE oL SIKEG 0uG
olKoyéveleg ExTioav Tov At NikoAa.

[Twg va unv atoBavouat 6£06 Kat TN EPXOUEVOS VX SLAKOVIIOW QUTOVS TOUG
VTIEPOYOVGS v pwTOUG! Zag EUXAPLOTW UECA ATIO TNV KAPSLA LOV. AVUTIOHOV® VX GG
YVWpPIow 0A0VG TIPOOWTIKA Kal Ba xapw TOAD va £pBeTe 0TV €KKANoia 11 va UE
KAAEOETE 0T OTITIX 00 G. To TNAEPWVO POV TTAVTA avoLyTo, To email, Ta social media.
QG 0 LlEPEAG TNG EKKANCLOG 00 ¢ BEAW Vi ElAL KOVTA 00§ 0€ KABE TIEPIOTAOT), OTIG XAPES
AAAQ KAl 0TIG AVTIEG, OTIG EVAOY(EG KoL TIG Sokipaoies. Elpat otn S1aBeon oag pe aydmn
KOL TIUPAKOAW VO TTPOCEVYXECTE VIO ELEVA KAL TNV OLKOYEVELA pov. O OedS va oag
gVAOYEL va oag LAQeL va oag @wTilel. KaAd, EvAoynuéva kat Ayla Xplotovyevva!

Me ev Xplotw ayamn,

[IpwtompeoPutepog 'empylog OkovoLov
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AN INTRODUCTION LETTER
FROM FR. GEORGIOS OIKONOMOU

Dear parishioners of this wonderful community,
of Saint Nicholas in Baltimore!

[ feel overwhelmed with God's blessing as I have the opportunity to
communicate with you as your new priest. I know that the burden is heavy, as |
succeed a worthy and so beloved priest, who worked hard in this community for
sixteen years, offering himself and his love, Father Michael Pastrikos. l would like first
of all to express my respect and honor to him and to ask for his prayers and blessings,
so that [ may be seen as a worthy successor to him as well as worthy of your high
expectations. So that what was built with hard labor may remain sustained and
continued.

[ am so glad to be here with you, as I have been waiting for a long time for this
blessed day to come. By the Grace of God, with the paternal blessings, care, and love
of His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America and with the blessings of my
spiritual father, Metropolitan Varnavas of Neapolis and Stavroupolis, who ordained
me to the Diaconate and Priesthood, I come to you to serve you with humility, and at
the same time with all my strength.

My decision to leave Greece has saddened many people there, and their
goodbye to me and my family was filled with deep love and emotion. Nonetheless,
your warm welcome and your kind expression of your heartfelt santiments have
moved and enslaved us already. My family and I, presvytera Anastasia and our five
children, Ioannis, Stella, Grigoris, Arsenios and Loukas are grateful to you all and
really appreciative of your welcome.

As I was requesting His Eminence Metropolitan Varnavas of Neapolis and
Stavroupolis’ blessing before our departure for America, he pointed out to us that in
Greece we had everything; we didn’t lack anything. And he was right. We didn't leave
Greece because we were looking for more; we left Greece precisely because we were
overflown with love to serve the Orthodox faithful in the United States of America.
Christians all over the world are one family, children of Christ and brothers among
themselves. And Greece is everywhere; the Greek spirit spreads throughout the
world. And especially in this beautiful American society, Greece has flourished. The



people who came here, not only did they not forget Greece, but they did everything to
honor their motherland. And first of all, they built churches, just as your own families
built this great church and community of Saint Nicholas.

How can I not feel awe and honor coming to minister to these wonderful
people! [ thank you from the bottom of my heart. I look forward to meeting you all in
person and [ would be very happy to see you in church or to visit your homes or with
any other opportunity to meet. My phone will be always on, my office door will be
always open, and you can always feel free to email me or communicate with me via
social media. As your pastor, | promise that [ will give all of myself to serve you, and
my intention is to be by your side in every situation, in the joys and in the sorrows, in
the blessings and in the trials. I am at your disposal with much love and affection, I
greet all of you as my new parish family and I humbly ask for your prayers and
support.

May God, through the intercessions of our patron Saint Nicholas, always bless
and protect you, your families and our beloved parish.

Merry, Blessed and Holy Christmas!

With love in Christ,

Protopresbyter Georgios Oikonomou
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